John James Audubon
State Park & Museum

Ellis Park Race Track
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Since 1797, Henderson’s location". . high above
the banks of the Ohio River has provided commerce
and inspired artists.

At the close of the 19th century, Henderson held a
unique place in history due to the export business of
dark tobacco. Worldwide shipping from Henderson’s
river port resulted in Henderson becoming the richest
per capita town in the United States during tobaccos’
heyday. This led to the construction of a number of
19th century houses and buildings that you still see
today in the historic downtown district.

Naturalist John James Audubon came
here in the 1800s to open a general
store, but spent more time studying
the birds who travel through this
area on their migratory routes.
Audubon left to paint the birds
of America and you will find
nine bronze sculptures through-
out downtown based on his
“Birds of America”
folio series.

“Father of the
Blues” W.C. Handy
lived in Henderson
more than a hundred
years ago. Handy wrote
that the years he spent
working in Henderson
had a great impact on the music
he would later write.
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o Experience entertainment at
w’s best at our famous blues,
bluegrass and folklife festivals. Henderson hosts a
variety of local and regional music and fine art perfor-
mances along with holiday events throughout the year.

* Duscover the Sloughs Wildlife

Management Area, a haven
for both the nature lover and
the sportsman.

* Take a walking tour of our
 historic downtown and stroll
one of the oldest city parks west
of the Allegheny Mountains.

* Visit John James Audubon
State Park, Museum and Nature Center; a great start-
ing pownt to tour western Kentucky’s birding trails.

* Enjoy thoroughbred racing at Ellis Park Race Course.

* Take the kids to play in one of our many parks and
cool off in the rwerfront fountains.
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A@W/ Events

JULY through
Labor Day: Live
Thoroughbred
Horse Racing.
Catch inter-track
wagering in the
off-season. Ellis
Park Race Course,
3300 US. 41N

APRIL Henderson Breakfast Lions Club sponsors
it’s annual Tri-Fest, with old-fashioned carnival
fun and entertainment for all. Featuring local

musicians, regional food booths and a 5K race.
Downtown at Main Street » 270-831-1527

AUGUST The Ohio riverfront is the setting for
the annual Bluegrass in the Park and Folklife
Festival. More than
10,000 people attend —
one of the largest free
bluegrass festivals in
the country. This three
day event features a
variety of bluegrass
artists, Kentucky
craftsmen, local
barbecue specialities and crafts for children. Other
events include the Pickin’ and Pedalin’ Bike Tour,

JUNE Henderson celebrates the life and music
of former resident W.C. Handy with a free music
festival that showcases some of the nation’s best
blues artists. The W.C. Handy Blues and
Barbecue Festival is a spirited, week-long festival
kicked off by
a community
barbecue the

2nd weekend . .

e I W}th blu.egrass music at rest stops along the routes and
culminates Fiesta in the I{ark, a south-of—the-border,.TeX-Mex
o Eillo i flavored celebration for all ages. Auci.ub{)n Ml Pafk
I3y ool www. hendersonky.org/bluegrass © www.pickinandpedalin.com
vsvailtt;llfjr}l/stop OCTODBER  There are few better places to see the
A TEReEs work of Kentucky craftsmen than the Big Rivers Arts
by oty & Crafts Festiva!. Thls 30 year old festival features
known blues more t.han 250 §xh1b1tors

bands on a who display their works

in Audubon Park the first
full weekend in October.
One of the largest arts
and crafts fairs in the
state, more than 50,000

people attend annually.
Audubon Park, US. 41N * www.gradd.com * 270-926-4433

riverfront stage. More than 20,000 people attend
the W.C. Handy Blues and Barbecue Festival —
one of Kentucky’s top music festivals. Audubon
Mill Park » www.handyblues.org * 1-800-648-3128

Photo Credits: Steve Martin Photography; Ellis Park;
Bryan Leazenby; The Gleaner/Darrin Phegley

OCTODBER A parade of costumed children fill
the city streets with the spirits of Halloween during
the annual Halloween Festival. Downtown
merchants invite safe trick-or-treating in local
businesses and shops. Downtown at Main Street

www. downlownhenderson.org * 270-827-0016

DECEMBER Christmas in the Park is the
setting for an enchanted winter wonderland with
Christmas displays and exhibits for young and old.
In the evenings the park
becomes a fantasy of lights.
Santa himself has an office
open for visits here. The
annual Christmas Tree
Lighting and decorations
at Rudy Roland features a
giant living Christmas tree.

270-827-5467

SURROUNDING AREA ATTRACTIONS

— OWENSBORO, KY —
International Bluegrass Music Museum 270-926-7891
Museum of Science &
History 270-687-2732
Owensboro Museum
of Fine Art
270-685-3181
Western Kentucky
Botanical Garden

270-852-6925

— MORGANFIELD, KY —
Camp Breckinridge Museum & Arts 270-389-4420

— EVANSVILLE, IN —
Angel Mounds State Historic Site 1-812-853-3956

Aztar Riverboat Casino 1-800-DIALFUN

Museum of Arts & Science 1-812-425-2405

Historic Reitz Home 1-812-426-1871

Mesker Park Zoo 1-812-428-0715

Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve 1-812-479-0771

LST 325:WWII Landing Ship Tank 1-800-433-3025 (Fall)

— NEW HARMONY, IN —
Historic New Harmony 1-812-682-4474

HENDERSON,KY
O the Olie 7@7@5% 1797

Henderson County Tourist Commission

Chamber.ofCommerce

Judical Center

Court House

Public Libra 1
12

O/\//o
RIVER

6 W G Y

WA

AR

High School

HENDERSON Byp, ss

Kentucky State
Police Post

'4(/0
14 Ay

ACCOMMODATIONS

AUDUBON
STATE PARK

WATHEN LANE

SITE GUIDE

I Comfort Inn* 2820 US 41N (55 rms) 270-827-8191 IE) Ramada Conference Cntr*2044 US 41N (117 rms) 270-826-6600
-] Henderson Downtown Motel 425 N Green St (38 rms) 270-827-2577 [H| Sleep Inn* 2224 US 41N (63 rms) 270-830-6500

Holiday Inn Express* 2826 US 41N (62 rms) 270-869-0533 n Sugar Creek Inn* 2077 US 41N (65 rms) 270-827-0127

2] Holiday Motel* 1759 S Green St (53 rms) 270-826-8382 Super 8 Motel* 2030 US 41N (100 rms) 270-827-5611

[ J.J. Audubon State Park* US 41N (6 cottages, 69 camp) 270-826-2247 I3 True Vine Plantation Inn 3211 US 41N (20rms) 270-827-9144
I3 L&N Bed and Breakfast, Ltd 327 N Main St (4 rms) 270-831-1100 Victorian Quarters B&B 109 Clay St (4 rms) 270-831-2778

*Wheelchair Accessible

@ Henderson Depot Visitor's Center

2 John James Audubon State Park / Tourist Information
Audubon Mill Park

Ellis Park Race Track

Community College & Fine Arts Center

Sloughs Wildlife Management Area

Central Park

Riverwalk

9 Atkinson Park

10 Water Street Boat Ramps

11 Hays Boat Ramps

12 Doc Hosback Riverfront Tennis Complex

13 Park Field

14 Bent Creek Golf Course

15 Starlight Drive-In

16 W.E. Newman Recreational Complex

17 Players Club of Henderson, Golf Course

18 Bypass Golf, Driving Range

19 Henderson Riverport Ind. Park 24 Fairmont Cemetery
20 Henderson Corporate Park 25 St. Louis Cemetery
21 Dannlin Industrial Park 26 Fernwood Cemetery
22 Southside Industrial Park 27 Roselawn Memorial
23 PeeWee Park Gardens
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